Our 2026 Memory Verse
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God.                       John 1:12 NIV
 
The memory verse for 2026 reminds us that the Lord wants people to believe in him that they may truly become his children. For that to happen, everyone must play their part.
 

 St Nicholas’ Church Clear – Saturday 15th August
Thank you to those who are coming to help. We start at 10:00am.

St Barnabas Update
After the disappointment of not getting funding from The Willats Trust, Jim will be meeting with Craig from St Paul’s to review our options including a new Diocesan initiative.  Meanwhile, please do keep praying for wisdom to discern God’s purposes for St Barnabas and the estates. 
“Father, help everyone in our Magnificat Parishes* to have the vision of you in their hearts and a renewed passion to share the love of Christ with all they meet.  Renew hearts, minds, bodies and souls.”
*We are a Magnificat Parish as we are high on the Index of Multiple Deprivation.
 
St Nicholas Church – New Vision System
The Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) has rejected our faculty request to use a 98-inch TV screen as it “would appear unduly prominent within the church and could have an adverse impact on the character of the building.”  The DAC has been asked to tell us what would be acceptable in a listed building.
Jim would like to thank Caroline and Andy (from WorleWind Band) for the many hours they have spent planning the upgrade of the visual system.  Some of it will still be done because not all needs a faculty.
 
St Nicholas Church – Banner Supports
Many thanks to Martin and Gail for putting up wooden supports in the churchyard for banners promoting our forthcoming activities.

N&B Table Tennis Club
The table tennis club meets at St Barnabas Church on Thursday evening between 6.30pm and 8.30pm.  We have welcomed a number of people this year who are in recovery and enjoy playing table tennis together.  At the club’s annual meeting, one of them told us that they got baptised the previous Sunday!  We praise God for his amazing love.  The table tennis club is taking a break in August and will restart on Thursday 3rd September.  Please pray for Christ-centred conversations in the autumn.
 
Prayer for Peace in Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon and Iran
St Nicholas’ Church will be open for prayer for peace between 9:30 and 10:00 on Mondays August 17th and 24th (but NOT the 31st) and September 7th and 14th. 
If in doubt because of the weather phone Joy (625545).   

Monday 7th September – Lunch Club, 12:45 in St Barnabas
Will regulars please let Pauline (01934 415401) know if they are not attending.  
 
Inspection of St Nicholas’ Church – Tuesday 8th September
Please pray for the outcome of the quinquennial inspection of St Nicholas Church buildings on Tuesday 8th September.  
We are required to ask our architect to inspect and survey the building every five years.
 
Messy Church Wednesday 9th September 3:30 p.m. in St Nicholas
Messy Church will begin again on Wednesday September 9th. It is the second Wednesday as the village school begins the autumn term on Monday 7th.
Please pray for this work with the local children, parents and carers that they will understand and feel the Love of our Heavenly Father.
Also, for the regular families to return after the summer break.

Please pray for more helpers to do:
*refreshments,
*registration
*craft
*welcome 
*setting up and clearing away.

The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. Philippians chapter 4.

Thank you for your prayers and support. 


Locking Deanery Prayer requests
Every parish in the Deanery was asked to provide prayer requests so that churches can pray for each other.  
Mark asked for prayers for ourselves: St Barnabas and estate future, younger attendees to join.  
The parish prayer requests contain many common themes.  

 
Sunday 13th September – Deanery Service of Light  
This will be at Locking Castle Church.  Details to follow.

Speakers Needed
Jacqueline Adams from Milton Baptist Church is desperate to find speakers for her afternoon women's group.  
If you know anyone who might be a good speaker, or have something to offer yourself, please call Jacqueline on 01934 627173 / 07512 491435.  
She has given permission for her number to be shared but say you got it from me so she knows you are genuine.  
Thank you.  Mark
 
Services
Sunday 16th August 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Nicholas
A Matter Of Life And Death
Romans 8:1-11	John 3:16-21 

Wednesday 19th August 2026
10:30 a.m. – Holy Communion  – live and by zoom at St Barnabas
Jesus Heals A Man Born Blind
John 9:1-12
 
Sunday 23rd August  2026 
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion live and by zoom from St Nicholas
I Am Who I Am
Exodus 3:1-22
 
Wednesday 26th August  2026 
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Barnabas
Jesus Raises Lazarus From The Dead
John 11:38-44
 
Sunday 30th August 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Nicholas
I Am The Bread Of Life
John 6:25-40
 
Wednesday 2nd September 2026  
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion live and by zoom from St Barnabas
The Empty Tomb
John 20:1-10
 
Sunday 6th September 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Holy Communion live and by zoom from St Nicholas
I Am The Light Of The World
John 8:12-20

Wednesday 9th September 2026  
Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Barnabas
Jesus And The Miraculous Catch Of Fish
John 21:1-14

Sunday 13th September 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Nicholas
Harvest Festival
Deuteronomy 8:7-18		Matthew 9:27-38
 
The next Parish Update will be produced on Friday 11th September 2026.
 
Please pray:
Joan Bailey  - Please pray for Joan going to her granddaughter's wedding today, Friday 14th, that she'll be able to relax and enjoy it.
  
Elaine Dedicoat
Elaine says: “Here is my list of prayer points for working at the home in Worle. Please pray:
· for the residents who remain at Clevedon House, that they will find good alternative homes where they will be settled and happy; in the meantime that despite the circumstance the staff and residents will feel a sense of peace and enjoy their remaining time there.
· that I will cope with the extra travel time on the buses and working with individuals who have complex behaviour, learning difficulties and mental health needs.
· that I will form positive relationships with the residents and staff and that when the staff come over from Clevedon House that we will all fit in together creating a positive environment and home for everyone.
· that I will find time to do everything I need to do especially as everything is digital and I tend to lose everything I input!  I also have all my training to renew online, which is a lot. 
· that I will hear God's voice and God's will, especially with regards to whether it is the right move for me; if not pray that God will open a door elsewhere for me.”

Rene Eaton 
 
Joan Glover 

Pray for Hassa’s sister, Caroline, who is undergoing treatment for breast cancer.  Hassa is now back in the Philippines having worshipped with us for the past three months whilst he supported his sister and her two young children.
 
Malcolm and Edna Hunter - Edna writes: “I am afraid my world was turned upside down when Malcolm was taken so ill and not expected to recover. Praise the Lord he pulled through. He is now in respite care.
I had my operation on 5th August, all went well and I was first to go into theatre. I was warned I would be in a lot of pain but it was not as bad as I expected. I was allowed home as I had our daughter caring for me. After lots of painkillers I am at last feeling a bit human again, just a balance problem but I am assured that will right itself. I had my stitches out on Wednesday afternoon.
I go back on 26th August to have the cochlear fitted and then just a case of learning to hear again. 
I am so grateful to everyone who has been on this journey with me and I am feeling positive about the end results.”
Please pray for the success of this treatment.
  
Ada Keeley 
 
Audrey Howell
 
Lily Insley
 
Paul and Barbara Lewis
 
The Madeleys – Thank you for the prayers for Rachel and Ben.  Give thanks to the Lord that they had a great time on their two ventures and had great experiences of the Lord themselves whilst being able to share their faith.  Pray for their ongoing ministries.
Pray for Rachel preparing to return to London and start her teaching job in Teddington and for Ben preparing to go to university.

Stella Middleton
 
Sally Moir 
 
Lynn Pack
 
Gwen Purnell 
 
Mac Reid
 
Jo Scott  
 
Peter and Val Tullett 
 
Joy White
 
Gill and David Willis - Please continue to pray for good health for Gill as she looks after David with Parkinsons.
 

Prayers for Mission 
 
Pedro Santos - Beit Immanuel is in need of repair and renovation.  Please pray for Pedro as he works on that and for CMJ Israel who hold the purse strings.  Meanwhile continue to pray for the amazing ministry to Israelis coming as a result of Beit Immanuel being in such a good location and because Pedro will speak to anyone!
 
The Clarkes 
 
Heather Johnstone, our CMS Mission Partner at Rehema in Tanzania: 
Good news! Heather went to the Immigration Office on Wednesday and was told her Residence Permit and Work Permit have now been approved. Hallelujah! Her official card should be ready in two weeks. 
Heather arrives back in the UK on October 30th for deputation and leave. Heather will be visiting us on Sunday November 22nd. Please put the date in your diary and keep it free, if you can. 
 
Alison Giblett, Anya and Pastor Valery and their church in Kiev. 
Please continue to pray for their safety and spiritual, emotional, mental and physical strength, wisdom and perseverance, as they minister to those around them in war battered Kiev.   

Busoke Balinkenga in Bunia, DRC and Bishop Gordon in Goma, DRC and their families and teams: Please continue to pray for protection against Ebola. The article on page 12 of the CMS magazine gives an enlightening picture of the situation and the wonderful work the church is doing to help people keep safe. "Eastern DRC is highly unstable with 10 million people living under rebel control. In this volatile landscape, public mistrust is dangerously high, but the church is on the frontline, at the heart of every village and community, and holds a unique position of trust." Do read the article.

The virus causing the Ebola outbreak could be mutating. The outbreak is now the second largest Ebola outbreak on record. Thank you for praying.
 
The article in the magazine about Lebanon is also most helpful for our prayers.
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