Our 2026 Memory Verse
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God.                       John 1:12 NIV
 
The memory verse for 2026 reminds us that the Lord wants people to believe in him that they may truly become his children. For that to happen, everyone must play their part.
 

St Barnabas Update
We have been notified by The Willats Trust that we have not been successful in securing funding for three years for 50% of the employment costs of a full-time Estates Outreach Worker.  They received 120 expressions of interest for an extremely competitive round of applications.  This is indeed a disappointing outcome and yet another setback.  However, we know that God has a heart for the people living on the Coronation and Oldmixon estates and so we believe that he still wants to use St Barnabas Church to reveal how much they are loved by Him.  God does not have to work to our timescales.  I expect that at a future date, we will understand why we were not successful at this point in time.  Please do keep praying for wisdom to discern God’s purposes for St Barnabas and the estates.
Jim
 
“Father, help everyone in our Magnificat Parishes* to have the vision of you in their hearts and a renewed passion to share the love of Christ with all they meet.  Renew hearts, minds, bodies and souls.”
*We are a Magnificat Parish as we are high on the Index of Multiple Deprivation.
 

St Nicholas Church – New Vision System
The Diocesan Advisory Committee met on Wednesday 22nd July and we are still awaiting their decision on whether we can install a TV screen and carry our related electrical work.

 
N&B Table Tennis Club
The table tennis club meets at St Barnabas Church on Thursday evening between 6.30pm and 8.30pm.  We have welcomed a number of people this year who are in recovery and enjoy playing table tennis together.  At the club’s annual meeting, one of them told us that they got baptised last Sunday!  We praise God for his amazing love.  The table tennis club is taking a break in August and will restart on Thursday 3rd September.  Please pray for Christ centred conversations in the autumn.
 
Prayer for Peace in Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon and Iran
St Nicholas’ Church will be open for prayer for peace between 9:30 and 10:00 on Mondays 3rd, 10th and 17th of August (but not 27th July).
If in doubt because of the weather phone Joy (625545).   

BBQ with the Clarkes – Sunday 2nd August
On Sunday 2nd August the Clarke family will be visiting St Nicholas Church, Joe being our Crosslinks Mission Partner in Coimbra in Portugal.
After the morning service we shall be hosting a BBQ at the Church Hall. Tickets priced £6 are available from Jeff and Joy Realff, Pauline Farley and Val Perrin.
Please note that if you wish to attend, Sunday 26th July is your final opportunity to buy (or at least reserve) your tickets.
If you are coming, please remember to bring cutlery/plate/chair if you are able.

St Nicholas’ Church Clear Out Wednesday 12th or Saturday 15th August
Please speak to Lynn if you can help clear out lots of things that are stored in Church but no longer needed.  The most popular date will be chosen.
 
Messy Church 
Please pray for the Messy Church Team as they meet in August to plan for the next season.  Messy Church is a crucial outreach tool and it is important it is right before the Lord.  The next Messy Church will be Wednesday 9th September as most children do not go back to school until the 7th.

Pray for Human Resources for Messy Church
We still desperately need more people to help in many and varied ways.  Please speak to Gail if you can volunteer, even if it is only occasionally.  With only 10 in the team now, we need people to help with: Registration, Music, Refreshments and a Craft.
Messy Church is growing, so the team needs to grow too.
If you would like to know what it's like, come along and sit with one of the craft leaders, or registration, or help with those serving refreshments.
 

Services
Please note that some of these services have been swapped around.

Sunday 26th July 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Nicholas
Be Aware of Jesus’ Return
Revelation 3:7-13 
 
Wednesday 29th July 2026
10:30 a.m. – Songs of Praise  – live and (NOT by zoom) at St Barnabas
Please send any hymn requests to Nina. 

Sunday 2nd August  2026 
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Nicholas
“God-botherer”
Luke 11:1-13
Visit of the Clarke family
 
Wednesday 5th August  2026 
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion live and by zoom from St Barnabas
Jesus Feeds The 5,000
John 6:1-15
 
Sunday 9th August 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Holy Communion live and by zoom from St Nicholas
Be Warned
Revelation 3:14-22
 
Wednesday 12th August  
Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Barnabas
Jesus Walks On Water
John 6:16-24
 
Sunday 16th August 2026 
10:00 a.m. – All Together Worship live and by zoom from St Nicholas
Theme To Be announced
 
The next Parish Update will be produced on Friday 14th August 2026.
 
Please pray:
Joan Bailey  - Joy says that Joan was happier this week and was particularly looking forward to Elaine's visit, as Elaine had been away.
  
Rene Eaton -   Joy saw Rene the day before her birthday.  She enjoyed us opening her cards from church and she thanks those who sent them. She was quite content but wishes she could worship with us on a Sunday.

Joan Glover 
 
Malcolm and Edna Hunter - Edna writes: I just wanted to thank you for all the prayers and to let you know how Malcolm is. As you are aware he was seriously ill and not expected to come through it. He has slowly Improved through the care and support of WGH. He is still not a well man and the plan at the moment is for him to go into care while I have my operation, then we will decide if he will be able to return home with a large package of care. Once again my gratitude goes to you and others who have been keeping us in their prayers. Love always.

Ada Keeley 
 
Audrey Howell
 
Lily Insley
 
Paul and Barbara Lewis
 
The Madeleys – Pray for Rachel and Ben as they prepare to go to their usual Christian Summer Camps 25th July – 1st August (They are both leaders at this one) and 8th August – 15th August (Rachel leading, Ben final year as a member.)  Pray for safety, fun and a real lifting up of their faith as happened last year.  Pray for all children, teenagers and adults at many camps throughout the summer.
Pray for Mark & Caroline to find time for a relaxing holiday.
 
Stella Middleton
 
Sally Moir - Please continue to pray for Sally continuing to recover from her time in hospital. She is sorry she can't get to church.
 
Lynn Pack
 
Gwen Purnell - Gwen is 91 and has resided in Acer House since the death of her husband, Alan. She has Alzheimer’s disease and vascular dementia, but thankfully appears to be quite content, with her gentle character, most of the time, and although not able to communicate as before, she likes to hear music and singing. Sadly, she no longer recognises her daughter Liz, who visits regularly and always reads her the Parish Update when it comes out, as well as  spending time reading from the Bible, which genuinely appears to calm Gwen and give her a peace.

Gwen and Alan worshipped at St Barnabas from its beginnings and were the first couple to marry there. Both Gwen and Alan were very involved in the life of St B's, taking on most roles in the life of the church, with Gwen running the Sunday School and Pathfinders youth group, as well as leading Bible studies, visiting and being members of the Gideons. 

Liz, John and family are very grateful for everyone's prayers for Gwen.
 
 
Mac Reid
 
Jo Scott  
 
Peter and Val Tullett 
 
Joy White
 
Gill and David Willis - Please continue to pray for good health for Gill as she looks after David with Parkinsons.
 
Prayers for Mission 
 
Pedro Santos Things are still very much unsettled in Israel and there are continued drone and missile attacks causing panic and some injury, although at the time of writing a tenuous peace treaty is likely. Please pray for Pedro as he ministers to people in the Tel Aviv-Jaffa area, especially as Beit Immanuel is the local bomb shelter, and that the Tel Aviv Municipality will grant all the necessary paperwork for Beit Immanuel.  Pray for many more good Gospel conversations.
 
The Clarkes – visiting us on Sunday 2nd August
 
Heather Johnstone, our CMS Mission Partner at Rehema in Tanzania: Please pray for continued good health, wisdom, safety as Heather travels around on local buses and boda boda (bicycles). Continue to pray for the issue of her visa.

Alison Giblett, Anya and Pastor Valery, CMS Mission partners in Kyiv:
In Prayerlines July 11th and 12th we read: God is at work in Ukraine. Give thanks for the way He is working through Alison and her church in Kyiv, and the daily answers to prayer they see, even as the war carries on. (See article on page 12 of the Spring CMS magazine.)
Pray for God to continue to guide Alison and other Christians across Ukraine as they discern where to spend their time and resources. Pray for God to bless the work of their hands, increasing their impact. Pray for peace to come to this war-weary nation.
  
Bisoke Balikenga and Bishop Gordon, CMS Mission Partners in DRC. 
Pray for protection from Ebola for them and their families as Bunia and Goma, where they are based, were mentioned as areas where the outbreak is particularly severe. 
Pray for Bisoke and his colleagues and those to whom they minister through the Peace Centre; and Bishop Gordon and local churches as they offer healthcare and support communities.
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