Our 2026 Memory Verse
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God.                       John 1:12 NIV
 
The memory verse for 2026 reminds us that the Lord wants people to believe in him that they may truly become his children. For that to happen, everyone must play their part.
 
Arthur and Elaine: 
Congratulations to Arthur and Elaine who have decided to marry and are engaged! We wish them every happiness and join them in thanking the Lord for bringing them together.
They don't know when the wedding will be, as it is dependent on the date of Elaine's back operation and her recovery.

Tearfund Appeal for Earthquake disaster in Venezuela.
There will be an opportunity for you to respond to this disaster at St Nicholas on Sundays July 5th and July 12th.
Tearfund is working through the local churches to help supply immediate needs of food, bedding and medical equipment etc. for those affected by the earthquake.

Prayer for Peace in Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon and Iran
St Nicholas’ Church will be open for prayer for peace between 9:30 and 10:00 on Mondays 6th, 13th and 20th July
If in doubt because of the weather phone Joy (625545).   
 
St Barnabas Update – from Jim
Thank you for your prayers for the online meeting between Craig Philbrick and The Willats Trust last week.  I am delighted to say that we are one of 16 applicants who are still being considered for the 6 grants being made available in September.  
We have asked The Willats Trust to fund for three years 50% of the employment costs of a full-time Estates Outreach Worker.  Our PCC will be contributing 25% from our Benefice Share allowance.  
The Diocese is now supporting us in finding other grant making bodies to provide the remaining 25.  Please continue to pray for God’s wisdom and favour.

Meanwhile, the government’s Pride in Place programme will inject £20m over the next 10 years into Weston’s social housing estates.  John Wheatley will be the chair of the board leading this initiative.  He is a Christian youth worker based on the Bournville and very keen that there is prayer on and for these estates.  Frances Pelengaris has been asked to be an advisor to John and his team leaders.  Please pray for Frances and the part she can play in representing the estates, particularly the Coronation and Oldmixon estates in our Parish.

Please also pray for Frances on Wednesday 15th July as she represents St Barnabas Church at a meeting with the leaders of the Magnificat Parishes*  from across the Diocese.

“Father, help everyone in our Magnificat Parishes* to have the vision of you in their hearts and a renewed passion to share the love of Christ with all they meet.  Renew hearts, minds, bodies and souls.”

*We are a Magnificat Parish as we are high on the Index of Multiple Deprivation.
 

Lunch Club – Monday 6th July, 12:45 p.m. at St Barnabas
Please let Pauline (01934 415401) know whether or not you are attending.  Please pray for Luncheon Club because it is one of our key outreach opportunities.  Pray too for those preparing the meal and serving, it is not a 5 minute task.

Wednesday 8th July 7 p.m. St Nicholas - Lois Tverberg
WELL WORTH HEARING!!
We are very privileged to have Lois Tverberg, a renowned speaker and author, coming to St Nicholas.  She is speaking at the CMJ conference and then doing a CMJ tour the following week.
Lois has written: 'Listening to the Language of the Bible', 'Walking in the Dust with Rabbi Jesus', 'Sitting at the Feet with Rabbi Jesus' and is currently writing her fourth book 'Reading the Bible As An Insider'.
Her theme for the evening will be Jesus, Rabbi and Lord.
Please do feel free to invite people outside of our congregation such as family and friends or people in other churches.  There is no charge for the event, but books will be on sale for those that want them and there will be a retiring collection for CMJ’s expenses.

PCC – Monday 13th July 9:30 a.m.
Meeting at the Lorings, 52, Uphill Way.  Please pray for the PCC as it makes important decisions.

Vision Evening – Rescheduled to Tuesday 14th July 6:00 p.m. onwards
We are having a BBQ on the lawn in front of St Nicholas’ Church Hall (bring an umbrella!!!!). We shall be spending time looking at what has been done since the Vision Day and looking ahead to what comes next.  Everyone is invited.
 
BBQ with the Clarkes – Sunday 2nd August
On Sunday 2nd August the Clarke family will be visiting St Nicholas Church, Joe being our Crosslinks Mission Partner in Coimbra in Portugal.
After the morning service we shall be hosting a BBQ outside the Church Hall. Tickets priced £6 are available from Jeff and Joy Realff, Pauline Farley and Val Perrin.

Uphill Village Fete 
Thank you for those who helped at the Uphill Village Fete.  We gave out invitations to Messy Church and a few Bibles, as well as having conversations.  Please pray people will come and join us, especially the person who apologised and said they had been meaning to join us for months.

Messy Church – an update from Gail
Thank you for your prayers for Messy Church which was on Wednesday 1st July.
Praise our Heavenly Father, we had 22 children and 13 parents/carers. 
9 children came for the first time this year. 
One mum told me that she'd seen the banner and because she and her daughter used to go to St Paul's Messy Church, decided to come to ours.
Another comment from a grandmother was "It was good fun and we'll come next time."
Some children came with foster carers.
Laszlo and his friend, who are both 12 and attending Broadoak, came and joined in.
Please pray for them all. Even though you don't know their names, Our Father God knows each one intimately.

Our theme was The BBQ on the Beach:
The Bible story was from John chapter 21. After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to His disciples many times. The last one was on the shore of Lake Galilee. Some of the disciples, including Peter had been fishing all night and caught nothing. As they brought their empty nets and boat to shore, a man shouted to throw the net to the right side of the boat. They then hauled in their biggest catch of huge fish. They knew the man was Jesus. After eating together, Jesus asks Peter "Do you love me?"

Bill and Diana told the story with the little figures they use for the Easter story, which held everyone's attention.

We had five super crafts with a lovely calm atmosphere. This was followed by a Hot Dog BBQ and ice-cream on the lawn outside the church hall.

Please pray for the next Messy Church on September 9th, and for the team as we will be planning the autumn programme.

Pray for Human Resources
With only 10 in the team now, we need people to help with: Registration, Music, Refreshments and a Craft.
Messy Church is growing, so the team needs to grow too.
If you would like to know what it's like, come along and sit with one of the craft leaders, or registration, or help with those serving refreshments.

Services
Sunday 5th July 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Nicholas
Be Loyal and Repent
Revelation 2:12-17
Please note that Holy Communion will be the following week
 
Wednesday 8th July 2026
10:30 a.m. – Morning Worship from St Barnabas – live and by zoom
The Garden With The Tomb
Matthew 27:57-28:15
 
Sunday 12th July  2026 
10:00 a.m. – Holy Communion live and by zoom from St Nicholas
Be Careful Whom You Follow
Revelation 2:18-29
 
Wednesday 15thJuly  2026 
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion live and by zoom from St Barnabas
The Wedding at Cana
John 2:1-12
 
Sunday 19th July 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Holy Communion live and by zoom from St Nicholas
Be Strong
Revelation 3:1-6

Wednesday 22nt July  Morning Worship live and by zoom from St Barnabas
Jesus Heals An Official’s Son
John 4:43-54
 

Sunday 26th July 2026 
10:00 a.m. – All Together Worship live and by zoom from St Nicholas
Theme To Be announced
 
The next Parish Update will be produced on Friday 24th July 2026.
 
Please pray:
Joan Bailey  - Joan's birthday is July 28th.  Anyone wishing to post her a birthday card, her address is: Lyndhurst Park, 33/35 Severn Rd., WsM  BS23 1DW. 

Rene Eaton - Rene's birthday is July 19th, when she will be 101! Anyone wishing to post her a card her address is: Heathwood Care Home, 9/11, Trewartha Park, WsM BS23 2RP.
 
Joy will take cards to them if you give them to her on Sunday July 12th for Rene and Sunday July 19th for Joan. 

Joan Glover 
 
Malcolm and Edna Hunter - Malcolm has been slowly recovering in hospital from a variety of sicknesses and infections but these have been very well dealt with by the staff there. He will remain in hospital for the time being but eventually will be moved into care. 
Do continue to pray for Malcolm's full return to health and for Edna who will really miss Malcolm at home.

Ada Keeley 
 
Audrey Howell
 
Lily Insley
 
Paul and Barbara Lewis
 
The Madeleys – Pray for Rachel and Ben as they prepare to go to their usual Christian Summer Camps 25th July – 1st August (They are both leaders at this one) and 8th August – 15th August (Rachel leading, Ben final year as a member.)  Pray for safety, fun and a real lifting up of their faith as happened last year.
Pray for Mark & Caroline to find time for a relaxing holiday.
 
Stella Middleton
 
Sally Moir
 
Lynn Pack
 
Peggy Penhaligan
 
Gwen Purnell 
 
Mac Reid
 
Jo Scott  - Jo finally got to the doctor’s this week. She says thank you to everyone who prayed for her. It made all the difference.
 
Peter and Val Tullett 
 
Joy White
 
Gill and David Willis - Please continue to pray for good health for Gill as she looks after David with Parkinsons.

 Prayers for Mission 

Pedro Santos Things are still very much unsettled in Israel and there are continued drone and missile attacks causing panic and some injury, although at the time of writing a tenuous peace treaty is likely. Please pray for Pedro as he ministers to people in the Tel Aviv-Jaffa area, especially as Beit Immanuel is the local bomb shelter, and that the Tel Aviv Municipality will grant all the necessary paperwork for Beit Immanuel.  Pray for many more good Gospel conversations.
 
The Clarkes
 
Heather Johnstone, our CMS Mission Partner at Rehema in Tanzania: 
Please continue to pray for Heather to receive her work permit.
A group of 80 have now just arrived at Rehema. Such a big group means the Rehema staff will be working 7 days a week for the 2 week period that they are with them. Please pray that everything will run smoothly for the Rehema staff and that they and the visitors will be blessed and benefit from the experience.

Alison Giblett, Anya and Pastor Valery, CMS Mission partners in Kiev and their church have been providing for the immediate needs of the soldiers who suffer much back pain due to being forced to carry heavy packs on top of their armour and weapons for 30 to 40 km. Once a month they bring a team of masseurs and chaplains to help them provide for the physical, psychological and spiritual support of the soldiers. Please pray for them and for peace in Ukraine.
  
Bisoke Balikenga and Bishop Gordon, CMS Mission Partners in DRC. 
Pray for protection from Ebola for them and their families as Bunia and Goma, where they are based, were mentioned as areas where the outbreak is particularly severe. 
Pray for Bisoke and his colleagues and those to whom they minister through the Peace Centre; and Bishop Gordon and local churches as they offer healthcare and support communities.
 

Please note that the Parish Office will be closed from Wednesday 22nd to Wednesday 29th July
(inclusive).   It will be open on Thursday 30th July.
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